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3. The spread of the disease is of an epidemic character, and it com- 
menced at the middle of January, ultimo. 

4. The disease probably originated from the main water supply of 
Mayaguez having become infected. 

5. Mayaguez is supplied from the small river Yaguez that in nor- 
mal condition gives good water, but the interior of the city's reservoir 
is defective. 

6. The general opinion of the physicians of the city, as well as the 
opinion of the health office here, reported to the board of health of 
Porto Rico, under date of February 16, is that there exists now, at 
Mayaguez, an epidemic of enteric fever more or less modified or 
attenuated. 

7. Since the 11th of the present month no new cases of this disease 
have been reported. 

In regard to question 2 of your letter, respecting the number of 
cases of enteric fever which have occurred in Mayaguez during the 

East six months, the number is unknown. Physicians here report to 
ealth office only deaths from enteric fever, but not the cases of persons 
affected with this disease. 

The deaths from enteric fever at Mayaguez from January, 1903, to March 24, 1904, occurred 

as follows: 



1903. 

January 

February 
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April 

May 

June 1 

July 1 

August 



September 1 

October 1 

November 

December 

1904. 

January 2 

February 

March (until 24th) 7 



Referring to question 6 of same letter, the surgeon of the U. S. S. 
Bache states as follows: 

That "the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey steamer Bache 
has not taken water of any kind at Mayaguez; that the water is for 
the most part distilled on board ship; and that the ship stopped getting 
ice at Mayaguez for a time, but upon the manager of the ice factory 
furnishing them with a certificate that the water used was all filtered 
and distilled, they took ice again from them." 

The months of January, February, and March of past year were 
rainy, and during the same months of the present year heavy rains 
have fallen here, accompanied by strong heat and prolonged humidity, 
precisely at this season which should be dry and cold. 

Report from Ponce — Immigration. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Torres reports, March 26, through the 
chief quarantine officer, as follows: 

Alien passengers arriving at Ponce during the week ended March 26, 1904- 



Date of 
arrival. 


Vessel. 


Where from. 


Number 
of immi- 
grants. 


Mar. 21 




Habana, Nuevitas, Santiago de Cuba. . 
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